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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


BOROUGH  OF  BOSTON. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting,  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1938. 

During  the  year  the  general  work  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment has  progressed  very  satisfactorily,  and  the  whole  scheme 
inaugerated  in  the  previous  year  is  now  working  smoothly. 

The  scheme  of  having  three  Health  Visitor/School  Nurses  has 
worked  very  smoothly  and  it  has  been  found  that  the  town  can  be 
worked  very  fairly  and  equably  in  three  districts.  There  has  been 
no  change  in  the  personnel.  The  Maternity  Unit  in  conjunction 
with  the  Boston  Hospital  has  completed  another  year,  and  it  is 
evident  that  more  and  more  mothers  are  availing  themselves  of  the 
services  provided.  Sixty-eight  cases  were  admitted  last  year,  and 
judging  from  the  number  of  bookings  the  number  in  the  coming 
year  will  shew  a further  increase. 


5 


Under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical 
Services  Consultant  services  are  available  for  Ophthalmic,  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat,  Dental  and  Orthopaedic  defects.  An  Obstetric 
Consultant  is  also  available  for  all  difficult  maternity  cases.  There 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Expectant  Mothers  receiving 
dental  treatment. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  a Polyclinic  is  still  under  con- 
sideration. As  all  the  branches  of  Public  Health  and  School 
Medical  work  continue  to  increase  it  is  still  more  imperative  that 
the  clinic  should  be  built  as  early  as  possible  as  the  present  premises 
have  now  outlived  their  usefulness.  The  question  of  the  provision 
of  a new  Day  Nursery  is  also  still  under  consideration. 

The  provision  of  free  milk  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
young  children  has  continued  as  before  and  there  has  been  a 
marked  increase  in  the  number  receiving  milk.  The  number  being 
398.  This  has  been  influenced  considerably  by  the  larger  number 
of  unemployed  in  the  Borough.  In  my  opinion,  the  intensive 
campaign  carried  out  by  me  has  materially  increased  the  figures. 

In  conclusion  I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  their  interest  in  the  Public  Health  Services  of  the  Borough  and 
to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  valuable  assistance  throughout 
the  year. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  C.  ROBERTSON. 


Public  Health  Department, 
8,  Bridge  Street, 

Boston. 

4th  June,  1939. 
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Section  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (acres)  

Population  Registrar  General  Mid  Year 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  Rate  Book  March 

Rateable  Value.  March  31st,  1939 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  


3.^57 

1938  23,020 

1939  6,828 
...  £129,609 

£515 


SOCIAL  CONDITION. 

The  Town  being  situated  in  the  centre  of  an  agricultural  district 
the  inhabitants  all  mainly  depend  upon  agriculture. 

There  are  three  canning  factories,  principall}^  engaged  with  the 
canning  of  peas  and  fruit,  employing  generally  female  labour,  while 
the  Docks  absorb  a portion  of  the  male  workers,  and  a small 
proportion  are  engaged  in  inshore  fishing. 

The  work  on  the  Dock  being  chiefly  concerned  with  the 
importation  of  timber,  and  this  being  a seasonal  trade,  as  is  also 
agriculture,  employment  rises  and  falls  accordingly. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births,  Legitimate  .. 

■ 361 

193 

168 

Illegitimate  .. 

21 

9 

12 

Still  Births  

■ 14 

9 

5 

Deaths 

0 

00 

M 

121 

159 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 16.59 

Still  Births — rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  35.35 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  (crude) 12. i 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  (adjusted) 10.4 

Deaths  of  women  in  consequence  of  child-birth  : 

(a)  from  sepsis  (29)  — 

(b)  from  other  causes  (30)  — 


(c)  total  ... 


Nil 
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Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  i,ooo  total  (live  and  still)  births  ; 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Other  — 

t 

Nil 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  i year  of  age  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  i,ooo  live  births 57-59 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  i,ooo  legitimate 

live  births 47-09 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  i,ooo  illegitimate 

live  births 238.09 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  i 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) — 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  42 


BIRTHS. 

On  analysis  of  the  Vital  Statistics  set  out  in  this  section,  it  will 
be  observed  that  the  number  of  births  registered  during  1938  in 
Boston  was  382,  of  which  202  were  male  and  180  female.  Of  these, 
21  births  (9  male  and  12  female)  were  registered  as  illegitimate. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1938  was  16.59  1,000  estimated  population 

compared  with  15.5  per  1,000  estimated  population  for  the  year 
1937.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15. i. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  Boston  after  adjusting  inwaid 
and  outward  transfers  was  280,  121  males  and  159  females,  a 
decrease  of  49  as  compared  with  1937. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  was  12. i per  1,000  estimated  population, 
but  when  the  Comparability  Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  is  applied,  the  Death  Rate  is  10.4.  The  Comparability 
Factor  is  intended  to  afford  a means  of  adjustment  so  that  different 
places  may  be  compared  on  an  equitable  basis.  With  regard  to 
Death  Rates  it  would  obviously  be  unfair  to  compare  a town  having 
a population  in  the  main  composed  of  a large  number  of  elderly 
people,  with  a town  such  as  Boston,  where  the  average  age  of  the 
population  is  much  less. 
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The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  given  as  11.6. 

The  number  of  Births  per  annum  in  Boston  has,  for  some  con- 
siderable time  past,  exceeded  the  number  of  Deaths.  In  1937 
the  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  was  32,  whilst  for  the  year  1938  the 
figure  was  102. 

The  main  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  : Cancer  42  ; 
Heart  Disease  65  ; Other  Circulatory  Diseases  19  ; Tuberculosis  of 
respiratory  system  13  ; Pneumonia  (all  forms)  18  ; Acute  and 
Chronic  Nephritis  13  ; Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 
malformations,  etc.  13  ; and  other  defined  diseases  given  in  the 
short-list  of  Deaths  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  numbered  33. 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  other  Circulatory  Diseases, 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer  show  a decrease  of  10,  8,  5, 
and  15  respectively. 


INFANTILE  DEATHS. 

Twenty-two  children,  ii  male  and  ii  female,  under  one  year  of 
age  died  during  1938,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  57.59 
per  thousand  registered  live  births. 

The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  53. 


POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  in 
Boston  for  the  mid-year  1938  is  given  as  23,020,  a decrease  of  140 
as  compared  with  the  estimate  for  1937. 

All  statistics  in  my  report  are  based  on  the  estimate  of  the 
Registrar-General . 


Table  I. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  BOSTON  M.B.,  1938. 


ALL  CAUSES  

.Male 

121 

1 

Eemait 

159 

1 — Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2 

— 

2 — Measles  ... 

— 

1 

3 — Seal  lot  fever 

— 

— 

4 — Whooping  cough 

— 

5 — Diphtheria 

1 

1 

G — Inlluenza  ... 

— 

6 

7 — Enceplralitis  Icthargica 

— 

— 

8 — Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

9 — Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7 

6 

10 — Other  tuberculous  diseases 

3 

— 

11 — Syphilis  ... 

— 

1 

12 — Gcneial  paialysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

1 

— 

13 — Cancer,  malignant  disease 

13 

29 

14 — Diabetes  ... 

2 

3 

1.5 — Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

3 

.*) 

16 — Heart  disease 

31 

31 

17 — Aneuiysm 

1 

— 

18 — Other  circulatory  diseases 

4 

1 .5 

19 — Bronchitis 

2 

6 

20 — Pneumonia  (all  foims)  ... 

9 

9 

21 — Other  respiratoi y diseases 

2 

2 

22 — Peptic  ulcer 

1 

— 

23 — Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

— 

24 — Appendicitis 

— 

1 

25 — Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

— 

26 — Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

— 

— 

27 — Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

4 

28 — Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

7 

6 

29 — Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

30 — Other  puerpeial  c.auscs 

— 

— 

31 — Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations, 
etc. 

7 

0 

32 — .Senility  ... 

1 

6 

33 — .Suicide 





34 — Other  violence  ... 

3 

2 

35 — Othei'  defined  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  | 

14 

19 

36 — Causes  ill-detined  or  unknown  ... 

_ 



.37 — Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 

i 

— 

— 
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Table  2. 

Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death- 
rates,  and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1938, 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


120 

148 

County 

Smaller 

Boroughs 

Towns 

Evglund 

and 

(Resident 

London 

and 

Great 

Popidations 

. 1 d ministrative 

Boston 

Wales 

Towns 

2. 1, 000  to 

County 

including 

50,000  at 

London 

1931  Census) 

Rates 

per  1,000  Population 

BIRTHS 

Live  ... 

15.1 

15.0 

15.4 

13.4 

16.59 

Still 

0.60 

0.65 

0.60 

0.48 

0.65 

DEATHS 

All  Causes  ... 

11.6 

11.7 

11.0 

11.4 

10.4 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  fevers 

— 

■ 

— 



0.08 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.04 

0.05 

0.03 

0.06 

0.04 

Scarlet  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

0.05 

0.08 

Influenza 

0.11 

0.10 

0.11 

0.06 

0.26 

Violence 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

0.21 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Smallpox 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

2.41 

2.60 

2.58 

2.05 

1.69 

Diphtheria  ... 

1.58 

1.85 

1.53 

1.90 

0.87 

Enteric  fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.05 

0.26 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.40 

0.46 

0.39 

0.46 

0.17 

Pneumonia  ... 

1.10 

1.28 

0.98 

0.98 

0.95 

Rates 

per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

53 

57 

51 

57 

57.59 

and  Enteritis  under 
years  of  age  ... 

2 

5.5 

7.8 

3.6 

13.1 

— 

MATERNAL 
MORTALITY  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.89 

) 



Others  ... 

2.19 

Not  avail 

able 

— 

Total  

3.08 

1 

— 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i 

Live  and  Still) 

MATERNAL 

MORTALITY 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.86 

) 

— 

Others  ... 

2.11 

\ 

i 

Not  avail 

able 

— 

Total  

2.97 

] 

— — 

NOTIFICATIONS 

] 3.53 

i 15.46 

Puerperal  fever 
Puerperal  pyrexia 

J 

14.42 

18.08 

12.51 

' 
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Section  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 


I.  (i)  The  personnel  of  the  Medical,  Nursing  and  Sanitary  Staff 
of  the  Borough  is  incorporated  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Report. 

(2)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(a)  Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examinations  are 
carried  out  for  the  Authority  at  the  Royal  Institute 
of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene,  London,  or  at  the 
Holland  County  Council  Laboratory,  Boston. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. — A Motor  Ambulance  is  kept 
at  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  and  is  on  call  with  a 
driver  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  which  is  a 
voluntary  organisation,  provide  an  excellent  Motor 
Ambulance  service  for  non-infectious  and  accident 
cases,  and  is  carrying  out  a valuable  service  to  the 
town.  An  annual  grant  is  made  to  this  organisation 
by  the  Borough  Council. 

(c)  The  Boston  and  District  Nursing  Association  success- 
fully cope  with  the  nursing  in  the  home.  One  Queen’s 
Nurse  now  carries  out  general  nursing  in  the  home. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  : — 

(1)  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Red  Lion  Street  : 
Wednesday  and  Friday  at  2.30  p.m. 

(2)  Dental  Clinic  for  Mothers  and  Toddlers  : 
(appointments  by  arrangement  with  Holland 
County  Council) . 

(3)  School  Dental  Clinic,  Holland  Sanatorium  : 
Monday  and  Thursday  9.45  a.m.  to  4 p.m., 
Friday  9.45  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

(4)  School  Clinic,  George  Street  : Minor  Ailments  are 
treated  daily  from  11.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 
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Special  cases  are  referred  by  parents,  teachers, 
and  nurses  to  the  Medical  Officer’s  Clinic,  which 
is  held  on  Tuesday  at  2.30  p.m. 

(5)  Orthopaedic  Clinic  for  school  and  pre-school 
children,  Holland  Sanatorium. 

(6)  Ophthalmic  Clinic,  George  Street  : For  school 
and  pre-school  children  on  Wednesday  at  2.30 
p.m. 

(7)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Holland  Sanatorium  : 
Consultations  by  arrangement  with  the  Holland 

County  Council. 

(8)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  Holland  Sanatorium  : 
Males  : Tuesday  10  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Wednesday  6 p.m. — 8 p.m. 

Females  and  Children  : 

Tuesday  6 p.m. — 8 p.m. 

Wednesday  10  a.m. — 12  noon. 


(e)  Hospitals. 

The  County  of  Holland  Joint  Isolation  Hospital, 
Skirbeck,  is  administered  under  a Joint  Hospital  Board 
and  is  for  the  reception  of  Infectious  Diseases  other  than 
Smallpox. 

The  County  of  Holland  Joint  Isolation  Hospital, 
Fleet,  is  administered  under  a Joint  Hospital  Board  and 
is  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  Smallpox.  No  cases  were 
admitted  from  the  Borough  during  1938. 

Boston  General  Hospital,  South  End  : A voluntary 
Hospital  administered  by  a Committee  of  Management. 

The  Maternity  Unit  of  10  beds,  added  to  the  Hospital 
during  1937  has  been  more  extensively  used  during  1938 
and  is  proving  to  be  a very  popular  addition  to  the 
Hospital  Facilities. 

3.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(i)  The  Holland  County  Council  is  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  under  the  Midwives’  Acts. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  has  continued  to  prosper  and 
a glance  at  the  various  statistics  will  show  that  an  all-round  increase 
in  attendances  and  visits  has  been  effected  during  the  3^ear.  The 
premises  are  most  unsuitable  and  on  Welfare  sessions  are  very 
badly  overcrowded  and  I would  strongly  advocate  that  the  scheme 
approved  by  the  Council  for  the  provision  of  a Poly-clinic  should 
be  carried  into  effect  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Table  3. 


Attendances  by  children  under  one  year 

of  age  

Attendances  by  children  between  the  ages 

of  one  and  five  years 

Number  of  new  children  under  one  year  of 

age  on  first  attendance 

Number  of  new  children  over  one  year  of 

age  on  first  attendance 

Percentage  of  notified  live  births  repre- 
sented by  the  number  of  children 
under  i year  of  age  who  attended  the 
Welfare  Centre  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  


Total 

Borough  Rural 

3786 

3415 

371 

3308 

3109 

199 

284 

251 

33 

127 

109 

18 

74-6% 


Supply  of  Milk  and  Food  : Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme, 
Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  and  Children  under  five  years 
of  age  are  supplied  with  Cow's  milk  free,  or  at  less  than  cost  price, 
in  necessitous  cases  and  Dried  Foods  are  supplied  at  the  Welfare 
Centre  either  free  in  necessitous  cases  or  at  cost  price  in  other  cases. 


The  total  quantity  of  milk  supplied  during  the  year  by 
the  Council  to  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  young  children 


was  : 

Liquid  Milk  (Free)  2140  gallons. 

Dried  Milk  (Free  or  at  cost  price)  59o6  pounds. 


The  arrangements  with  the  Holland  County  Council  for 
the  Dental  treatment  of  Expectant  Mothers  and  children  under  five 
years  of  age  is  working  very  satisfactorily. 


Day  Nursery  : The  staff  employed  are  a Matron,  Sister, 
and  four  probationer  nurses.  The  latter  pay  a premium  of  £25, 
and  are  given  a uniform  allowance  and  their  food. 


During  the  year  four  probationer  nurses  have  passed  the 
examination  of  the  Day  Nursery  Association,  and  are  now  qualified 
to  take  posts  as  children’s  nurses. 

A charge  of  sixpence  per  daily  attendance  is  made,  and 
the  child  is  provided  with  breakfast,  dinner  and  tea.  Any  toddler 
who  has  been  fed  on  dried  milk  food  such  as  Ostermilk  at  home  is 
provided  with  the  same  food  at  the  Day  Nursery. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Nursery  during 
the  year  was  5101,  as  compared  with  4663  for  the  year  1937, 
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The  Day  Nursery  premises  are  very  unsuitable  and  the 
centralisation  of  the  Day  Nursery  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre  in 
the  proposed  new  Poly-clinic  will  fill  a much  needed  want. 

(2)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children  : A ten 
bed  Maternity  Unit  was  opened  at  the  Boston  General  Hospital 
during  1937  to  which  patients  desiring  hospital  treatment  are 
admitted.  Four  beds  are  reserved  by  the  Council  for  cases  in  which 
difficulties  arise  in  connection  with  labour,  or  those  cases  in  which 
the  home  conditions  are  unfavourable  for  the  confinement  to  take 
place. 

Patients  suffering  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia  are  admitted  to 
the  County  of  Holland  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Elementary  school  and  pre-school  children  requiring 
operative  treatment  for  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  or  Eye  defects  are 
admitted  to  the  Boston  General  Hospital  under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme.  Children  with  crippling  or  postural  defects  are  admitted 
to  the  Holland  Sanatorium  Orthopaedic  Block  or  attend  as  Out- 
patients. 

(3)  The  system  of  Health  Visitor/School  Nurses  introduced  in 
December,  1937,  has  worked  extremely  well  during  the  j^ear  and 
reference  to  the  various  statistical  tables  will  show  that  excellent 
results  have  been  obtained.  Each  Health  Visitor/School  Nurse  has 
a district  of  the  town,  and  is  responsible  for  the  duties  under  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  Service  in  that 
area. 


Table  4. 


Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by 
Health  Visitors. 


To  Expectant  Mothers  

First 

visits 

35 

Total 

visits 

209 

To  Children  under  one  year  of  age  ., 

. . First 

visits 

369 

Total 

visits 

2991 

To  Children  between  the  ages  of  one 
and  five  years  

Total 

visits 

4999 

(4)  Child  Life  Protection  : The  three  Health  Visitor/School 
Nurses  carry  out  Child  Life  Protection  duties  for  the  Borough  and 
from  time  to  time  visit  any  foster  children  and  the  premises  in 
which  they  are  kept  in  order  to  satisfy  themselves  as  to  the  health 
and  well-being  of  the  children  and  to  give  any  necessary  advice  or 
directions  as  to  the  care  of  their  health  and  their  maintenance. 
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Number  of  persons  who  were  receiving  children  for  reward 


at  the  end  of  the  year  5 

Number  of  Foster-children  at  the  end  of  the  year  6 


(5)  Orthopaedic  Treatment  : The  arrangement  made  in 
December,  1937,  with  the  Holland  County  Council  for  school  and 
pre-school  children  to  receive  Orthopaedic  treatment  at  the  Holland 
Sanatorium,  Boston,  has  worked  very  well  and  is  proving  a very 
valuable  addition  to  the  facilities  offered  through  the  Authority’s 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  Services.  Two 
beds  are  reserved  by  the  Council  at  the  Orthopaedic  Block  for  the 
in-patient  treatment  of  these  children. 

HEALTH  PUBLICITY. 

National  Health  Campaign  to  Encourage  the  Wider  Use 
of  the  Health  Services  : This  campaign  was  inaugurated  by  the 
Prime  Minister  in  September,  1937,  and  an  extensive  use  was  made 
of  the  publicity  material  supplied. 

The  Health  Campaign  was  divided  into  the  following 

sections  : 

October,  1937.  “ Use  your  Health  Services.” 

Nov. /Dec.  ,,  Maternity  aixl  Child  Welfare  Services. 

January,  1938.  School  Medical  Service. 

February  ,,  Tuberculosis  and  Social  Hygiene  Services. 

March  ,,  Physical  Fitness. 

Posters  depicting  each  phase  of  the  campaign  were  dis- 
played on  billposting  stations,  notice  boards  and  in  school  class- 
rooms. Folders  were  distributed  in  the  schools,  at  the  Welfare 
Centre,  by  hand  from  house  to  house,  in  the  daily  newspapers, 
in  parcels  sent  out  by  local  tradesmen  and  also  on  shop  counters. 
Various  articles  were  inserted  in  the  Press  and  two  cinema 
programmes  were  arranged  showing  health  films  at  local  cinemas. 
A film  ” One  Hundred  Years  ” was  shown  at  a local  cinema  and 

was  attended  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 

Council.  A film  programme  showing  ” Building  an  A.i  Nation,” 
” The  Trapeze  Man  Talks  ” and  ” For  Boys  aged  10  years  ” 
(physical  training)  was  shown  to  an  audience  of  650  school 
children  and  150  school  teachers.  Health  talks  were  given  to 
several  religious  and  social  organisations.  By  arrangement  with 
the  Dental  Board  of  the  United  Kingdom  lectures  and  demonstra- 
tions were  given  in  the  elementary  schools  during  1938. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  willing  co-opera- 
tion of  all  those  who  have  assisted  in  the  campaign,  and  I desire  to 
thank  the  Council  for  their  interest  and  support. 
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Section  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


I. —WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Waterworks  Engineer  (Mr.  T.  H.  Tyson) 
for  the  following  account  of  the  work  in  connection  with  the  supply 
of  water. 


The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  slightly  below  the  average  and  the 
rainfalls  for  the  past  six  years  are  as  follows  : — 


1933  23.36  ins. 

1934  17-36  ins. 

1935  23.60  ins. 

1936  24.94  ins. 

1937  28.10  ins. 

1938  24.36  ins. 


The  average  rainfall  for  the  past  35  years  is  25.42  ins. 

The  Miningsby  Beck  ceased  to  flow  on  June  i6th,  and  started  to 
flow  again  on  August  5th  after  being  dry  for  49  days. 

The  supply  from  Fordington  has  been  maintained  but  during 
November  and  December  owing  to  surplus  of  water  at  Revesby 
the  hours  of  pumping  were  considerably  reduced  with  a consequent 
saving  of  power  costs. 

The  domestic  demands  are  still  increasing  and  the  supply  to 
Sibsey  and  Frithville  is  now  in  full  operation. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  circulars  calling 
attention  to  the  necessity  for  the  greatest  care  in  the  supervision  and 
control  of  Public  Water  Supplies. 

Many  of  the  recommendations  have  been  in  operation  in  your 
undertaking  for  some  time,  but  others  call  for  more  work  and 
closer  attention  to  special  details  than  in  the  past. 

The  number  of  water  samples  for  analysis  have  been  considerably 
increased,  and  the  reports  during  the  year  have  all  proved  satis- 
factory. 
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In  January  a report  was  submitted  of  the  roads  in  the  Borough 
which  were  without  water  mains  and  instructions  were  given  to 
extend  the  mains  along  all  the  roads,  with  two  exceptions.  Many 
of  these  mains  are  not  at  present  producing  much  revenue. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  called  for  a five  years’  programme  of 
work  and  a programme  for  extensions  and  renewals  of  mains  was 
submitted  to  you  in  September  and  approved  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  £5. 054- 


Domestic  and  Trade  Consumption  : 

1933  23.7  gallons  per  head  per  day 

1936  30.0  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1937  30*2  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

193^  29*2  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

In  August,  1937  it  reached  41.2  galls,  per  head  per  day 

In  July,  1938,  it  reached  38.0 


The  following  new  mains  have  been  laid  during  the  year  : 


Fydell  Rowley  Estate  6 ins. 

Fydell  Rowley  Estate  4 ,, 

Sleaford  Road  4 ,, 

Irby  Street  4 

Moores  Lane  3 ,, 

Fydell  Rowley  Estate  3 ,, 

Tattershall  Road  3 

White  House  Lane  3 

Wyberton  West  Road  3 ,, 

Cowbridge  Road  3 ,, 

Norfolk  Place 

(Housing  Site)  3 

Langrick  Road  3 

Hammond’s  Bank  3 ,, 

Witham  Gardens  3 ,, 

Fenside  Road  3 ,, 

Broadfield  Lane  3 ,, 

Frithbank  3 ,, 

Hospital  Lane 

(Housing  Site)  3 

Fishtoft  Road  3 ,, 

Woodville  Road  3 ,, 

Hope  Gardens  3 ,, 

Pilley’s  Lane  3 

Sibsey  Road  3 ,, 

Boston  Road  at  Sibsey  3 ,, 


393  yds. 
358  ,, 
3d 

145  .. 
103 

361  ,, 
3106  ,, 

723  .. 

644  ,, 
560  ,, 

419  .. 
1055  - 

216  ,, 
108  ,, 

1843 

511 

565  - 


600  ,, 
76  ,, 
150  ,, 
317  .. 

410  ,, 
400  ,, 
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Fydell  Rowley  Estate  ins. 

Maud  Street  2 ,, 

Sibsey  Northlands 

(Asbestos  Cement)  3 ,, 

Main  Road  at  Sibsey 

(Asbestos  Cement)  3 ,, 


. 288  yds. 

18  ,, 

..  280  ,, 

••  554  M 
14,300  yds. 


Renewal  of  Mains. 

Emery  Lane  3 ins 89  yds. 

Mill  Lane  3 ,,  62  ,, 

Increase  of  services  since  1925  are  as  follows  : — 

New  Supplies  W.C.’s  Baths  Meters 

2298  5232  2127  147 

There  are  now  more  than  90  miles  of  mains  commencing  at 
Fordington  twenty-three  miles  from  Boston. 
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Register  No.  7338. 

Report  sent  14th  November,  1938. 


THE  ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES. 

EXAMINATION  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 

Name  of  Sender  ; The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Borough  of  Boston. 
Date  received  : 8th  November,  1938. 

Particulars  on  Label  : Tap  at  No.  43,  Ingram  Road,  Boston. 
Direct  from  main.  Public  Supply. 

The  Sample  was  packed  in  Ice. 


QUANTITATIVE  ENUMERATION  OF  BACTERIA. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  two  days  at  37°  C.  10  colonies  per  i ml. 
developed. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  four  days  at  20°— 22°  C.  130  colonies 
per  I ml.  developed. 


EXAMINATION  FOR  SPECIAL  BACTERIA. 

Coliform  bacilli  absent  in  100  ml. 

Streptococci  absent  in  100  ml. 

B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes  absent  in  100  ml. 


RESULT  OF  EXAMINATION. 

From  a consideration  of  the  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken  to 
the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological 
grounds. 


E.  GOODWIN  RAWLINSON, 

M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Director,  Bacteriological  Department. 
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Register  No.  4872. 

Report  sent  14th  July,  1938. 


THE  ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES. 

EXAMINATION  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 

Name  of  Sender  ; Borough  of  Boston  (per  Sanitary  Inspector) . 
Date  received  : 8th  July,  1938. 

Particulars  on  Label  : Tap  in  Offices  at  8,  Bridge  Street.  Public 
Supply. 

The  Sample  was  packed  in  Ice. 

QUANTITATIVE  ENUMERATION  OF  BACTERIA. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  two  days  at  37°  C.  5 colonies  per  i ml. 
developed. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  four  days  at  20° — 22°  C.  45  colonies  per 
I ml.  developed. 

EXAMINATION  FOR  SPECIAL  BACTERIA. 

Coliform  bacilli  absent  in  100  ml. 

Streptococci  absent  in  100  ml. 

B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes  absent  in  100  ml. 

RESULT  OF  EXAMINATION. 

From  a consideration  of  the  above  data  no  exception  can  be 
taken,  on  bacteriological  grounds,  to  the  use  of  this  w'ater  for 
domestic  purposes. 


E.  GOODWIN  RAWLINSON, 

M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Director,  Bacteriological  Department. 
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Register  No.  8091. 

Report  sent  i6th  December,  1938. 

THE  ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  CHEMICAL 
LABORATORIES. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF 

WATER. 

Name  of  Sender  : Borough  of  Boston,  per  J.  FI.  Evans,  Municipal 
Buildings,  Boston. 

Date  received  : December  12th,  1938. 

Particulars  on  Label  : Tap  in  Offices  at  8,  Bridge  Street,  Boston. 
Direct  from  main. 


PHYSICAL  CHARACTERS. 
Reaction  : Alkaline. 

Colour  in  2 ft.  stratum  ; Clear  pale  green. 
Suspended  matters  ; Nil. 


CHEMICAL  CHARACTERS. 


Parts  per 

Grains  pe 

100,000. 

gallon. 

Total  solids  dried  at  100°  C 

45-0 

31-5 

Loss  on  ignition  (after  re-carboning)  ... 

8.5 

5-95 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  

2.10 

1.47 

,,  X 1.647  = Sodium  Chloride 

3-45 

2.41 

Nitrates  

Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  

0-33 

0.23 

Saline  Ammonia  

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  

0.017 

0.012 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at  37°  C. 

0.126 

0.088 

Hardness — Total  

26.0 

18.2 

,,  Temporary  

18.0 

12.6 

,,  Permanent  

8.0 

5-6 

Poisonous 


Metals — Lead  .. 
,,  Copper 


Nil 


REMARKS. 

* 

From  a consideration  of  the  above  data,  no  exception  can  be 
taken  to  the  use  of  fhis  wafer  for  domestic  purposes  upon  Chemical 
grounds. 

ALAN  W.  STEWART, 

D.Sc.,  A.I.C.,  Director,  Chemical  Laboratories. 
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Register  No.  2818. 

Report  sent  i6th  April,  1938. 

THE  ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
LABORATORIES. 

EXAMINATION  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 

Name  of  Sender  : The  Borough  of  Boston,  per  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Date  received  : 12th  April,  1938. 

Particulars  on  Label  : Tap  Hudson’s  Gardens.  Public  Supply. 
The  Sample  was  packed  in  Ice. 

QUANTITATIVE  ENUMERATION  OF  BACTERIA. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  two  days  at  37°  C.  12  colonies  per  i ml. 
developed. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  four  days  at  20° — 22°  C.  70  colonies 
per  I ml.  developed. 


EXAMINATION  FOR  SPECIAL  BACTERIA. 


Coliform  bacilli 


absent  in  100  ml. 
absent  in  100  ml. 
absent  in  100  ml. 


Streptococci  

B.  Enteritidis  Sporogcnes 


RESULT  OF  EXAMINATION. 


From  a consideration  of  the  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken  to 
the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological 
grounds. 


E.  GOODWIN  RAWLINSON, 
M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Director,  Bacteriological  Department. 
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LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  Inspector  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  is  the  Chief 
Constable,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  his  report  below,  7,485  persons 
rested  in  the  Common  Lodging  House  during  the  year. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  persons  lodging  in  the  Common 
Lodging  House  in  the  Borough  of  Boston  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1938. 

BOSTON  BOROUGH  POLICE. 


Registered 
number  and 
situation. 

Name  of 
Keeper. 

Males. 

Females.  Children.  Total. 

No.  8, 

Woodyard, 

Boston. 

James  Bontoft 

6906 

578  I 7485 

LEONARD  JOHNSON, 


Chief  Constable’s  Office, 

Municipal  Buildings, 

Boston,  1st  March,  1939. 


Chief  Constable. 


(2)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Sewerage  Scheme  completed  in  1936  has  been  extended  by 
various  additions  and  is  working  satisfactorily. 


The  Borough  Surveyor  has  supplied  me  with  the  following 
readings  of  rainfall  taken  on  the  gauge  at  the  Church  Road  Pumping 


Station  : — 

Jan. 

2.30 

July  ... 

2.05 

Feb. 

0.76 

August  . . . 

1.26 

March 

0.28 

Sept. 

3-26 

April 

0.21 

Oct. 

1.78 

May 

2.22 

Nov. 

1-39 

June 

0.86 

Dec. 

4.66 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  pollution  reported. 

3.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

(I)  The  conversion  of  privies  to  water  closets  has  been  con- 
tinued, and  as  will  be  seen  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report 
129  privies  have  been  abolished  and  water  closets  provided. 
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The  approximate  number  of  conveniences  in  the  Borough  are 
as  follow  : — 


Water  Closets 

5106 

Slop  Closets 

1575 

Ash  Closets  

92 

Vaults  

15 

Total  6788 

(II)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  control  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor.  The  cost  for  the  year  is  set  out  on  page  24. 

House  Refuse  is  collected  once  a week.  The  vehicles  are  motor 
freighters  of  modern  design.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping. 

The  arrangements  for  public  cleansing  in  the  Borough  are  very 
satisfactory. 


^5 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 
Year  to  31st  March,  1939. 


Collection. 

£ 

s.  d.  £ s. 

d.  £ s. 

d. 

Wages 

1624 

11  11 

Motor  Haulage 

1041 

17  10 

Brushes  

7 

3 1 

Superannuation 

53 

16  5 

National  Insurance 

52 

6 2 

2779  15 

5 

Disposal. 

Wages  

362 

17  3 

Carting  & Haulage 

61 

1 5 

Materials  and 

Disinfectant 

(includes  fencing) 

34 

19  0 

Plant  Charges  

2 

10  3 

Kates 

3 

3 6 

Superannnation  

12 

0 4 

National  Insurance 

11 

13  7 

488  5 

4 

3267  0 

9 

Less  Credits  for  reuiovin 

g Trade  Kefuse  

22  14 

0 

£3244  6 

9 

1938-39. 

1937-38. 

Premises  cleared  per  week  

7299 

7163 

Cost  per  house  (nett) 

8/10. 7d. 

9/2.2d. 

Total  number  of  visits 

379,548 

372,476 

Cost  per  visit 

2.05d. 

2.06d. 

Weight  cleared 

6690  tons 

6730  tons 

Cost  per  ton  (gross). 

Collection 

8/3. 7d. 

8/7.71d. 

Disposal 

1/5. 5d. 

l/3.43d. 

Total  

9/9.2d. 

9/11. 14d. 

Number  of  Loads  

2605 

2725 

Average  cost  per  load  (gi-oss) 

£1/4/11 

£1/4/10 

Average  weight  per  load 

2.57  tons 

2.47  tons 

Weight  per  1,000  of  popula- 

tion  (population — 23,020) 

290.6  tons 

290.58  tons 

Total  Cost  

£3244/6/9 

£3240/6/7 
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(III)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  will  be  found  at  the  end  of 
this  report. 

(IV)  SHOPS. 

26  shops  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  under  the  provision 
of  the  Shops  Act,  1934. 

(V)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Smoke  observations  are  periodically  taken  with  a view  to  the 
abatement  of  nuisance  from  smoke  in  any  area  in  which  such  a 
nuisance  is  likely  to  arise. 

(VI)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

The  Corporation  are  the  owners  of  an  open-air  swimming  bath 
and  private  hot-water  baths  which  are  supplied  with  water  from  the 
River  Witham  at  High  Tide. 

In  view  of  the  need  for  increased  facilities  the  Council  have 
agreed  to  construct  new  swimming  baths  with  an  up-to-date 
filtration  plant. 

(VII)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin  was  as 
follows  : 

Infested.  Disinfested. 

(a)  Council  Houses  3 (a)  Council  Houses  3 

(b)  Other  Houses  8 (b)  Other  Houses  8 

The  method  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  is  the  use  of 
liquid  or  gaseous  fumigants. 

No  definite  scheme  is  in  force  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings 
of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  houses, 
but  any  request  for  inspection  or  disinfection  is  immediately  dealt 
with. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  supervision  or  education  of  tenants  to  prevent  infestation 
or  re-infestation  after  cleansing  is  undertaken  by  members  of  the 
staff  who  advise  tenants  on  matters  of  domestic  hygiene. 

4.  SCHOOLS. 

All  schools  in  the  Borough  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  town 
supply. 

Disinfection  of  classrooms  was  carried  out  at  several  schools 
during  the  year,  but  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  school 
on  account  of  Infectious  Disease.  Patients  and  contacts  are 
excluded  from  school  and  re-admitted  when  free  from  infection. 
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Section  D. 


HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-liouses  inspected  for 

bousing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  631 

(b)  Nmnber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1500 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  imder 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Eegulations,  1925  143 

(5)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  494 

(3)  Number  of  dwelbng-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  hmnan  habitation  21 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

fened  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  repects  leasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  122 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 
Notices  : — 

Nmnber  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 318 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  ; — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respeet  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(o)  By  owners  11 

{b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

B,  — Proeeedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  47 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelliiig-liouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 


notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  81 

{b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


C. — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  30 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 12 


1). — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  Nil 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

[a) — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 


end  of  the  year  106 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwadling  therein  115 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  684 

— Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year 21 

(o) — (i)  Number  of  cases  ol  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  81 

(ii)  Number  of  p(>rsons  concerned  in  such  cases  550 

— Number  of  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
havc!  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  havi^  takem  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  tln^  overcrowding  Nil 
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Section  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Table  i gives  the  age  distribution  of  all  notified  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease. 

Table  3 shows  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year, 
the  numbers  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  total 
number  of  deaths. 

Table  2 gives  the  incidence  of  the  various  infectious  diseases 
quarterly. 

Scarlet  Fever  : The  number  of  cases  has  risen  from  13  in  1937  to 
39  in  1938.  On  referring  to  the  tables  in  this  section  it  will  be 
found  that  15  cases  occurred  during  the  second  quarter  ; 17  of  the 
cases  were  between  the  ages  of  5 and  10  years,  and  that  there  were 
no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Diphtheria  : There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases, 
20  being  notified  compared  with  one  case  in  1937.  There  were  two 
deaths  from  this  disease. 

Chicken  Pox  : The  number  of  cases  notified  fell  from  220  in  1937 
to  134  in  1938,  104  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  first  quarter. 

Pneumonia  ; The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  has  fallen  from 
23  in  1937  to  22  in  1938.  There  were  18  deaths. 

Enteric  Fever  : Six  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  during 
the  year,  and  there  were  2 deaths  from  this  disease. 


"immunisation  against  Diphtheria  has  been  carried  out,  but 
despite  an  extensive  propaganda  the  use  of  this  facility  is  very 
idisappointing. 

Measles  Serum  has  been  issued  to  medical  practitioners  free  in 
necessitous  cases  or  at  cost  price  in  other  cases. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


Medical  Practitioners  are  given  every  opportunity  for  the 
examination  of  clinical  material,  and  fees  are  paid  by  the  Authority 
where  necessary. 

The  work  is  now  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  Holland 
County  Council. 


Age  Distribution  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  'during  1938. 
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Table  2. 

List  of  Infectious  Diseases  Showing  Quarterly  Incidence 

for  the  Year  1938. 


Disease. 

1st 

qtr. 

2nd 

qtr. 

3rd 

qtr. 

4bh 

qtr. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

15 

3 

8 

39 

Pneumonia 

10 

4 

7 

1 

22 

Erysipelas  

— 

2 

2 

— 

4 

Chicken  Pox  

104 

17 

7 

6 

134 

Diphtheria 

5 

5 

3 

7 

20 

Small  Pox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

5 

6 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

2 

1 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

138 

44 

24 

29 

235 

Table  3. 


Showing  Number  of  Cases  Notified,  Number  of  Cases 
Admitted  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  Total 

Deaths. 


Total 

Cases 

Total 

Disease 

Cases 

notified. 

admitted  to 
hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

39 

33 

— 

Diphtheria  

20 

20 

1 

Enteric  Fever  

6 

5 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

3 

— 

Pneumonia 

22 

9 

1 

Erysipelas  

4 

2 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

134 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

235 

72 

4 

34 


4.  PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

(a)  The  work  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
dealing  with  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  Blindness  is  carried 
out  by  the  Holland  County  Council. 


4.  (b)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Cases  notified  within  the  Borough  come  under  the  control  of  the 
Holland  County  Council  and  all  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
Holland  Sanatorium,  London  Road,  Boston. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section 
172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Official  notification  of  this  disease  is  fairly  good. 


Table  4. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

SHOWING  NEW  CASES  AND  DEATHS. 
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1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical 

power 

Factories  without  mechanical 

power 

other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of 
building  and  engineer- 
ing construc.ion  but 
not  including  out- 
workers’ premises) 

To 

27 

No  statutor 
the  work  bei 
ceipt  of  a lett 
necessary  req 

y notices  issued 
ng  done  on  re- 
er  making  the 
uest. 

Total  . . 

102 

2. — Defects  found 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  to 
which  Prose- 
cutions wore 
instituted 
(5) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Eeme- 

died 

(3) 

Heferred 
to  H,M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

6 

6 

Unreasonable  temperature  . . 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

insufficient 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

unsuitable  or 
defective 

not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences 

((Not  including  offences  re- 
lating to  Home  Work  or 
offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in 
the  Third  Schedule  to  the 
Factories  Act,  1937) 

Total  . . 

6 

6 

4. — Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises — Section  108 


Nature  of  Work. 

(1) 

Instances. 

(2) 

Notices 

served 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Wearing  Apparel : 

Making,  &c. 

Cleaning  and  washing 

Household  linen 

Lace,  Lace  Curtains  and  nets  . . 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery 

Electro-plate 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

Fur  pulling 

Cables  and  chains 

Anchors  and  grapnels  . . 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

Umbrellas,  &c. 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

Paper,  &c.,  boxes,  paper  bags 

Brush  making  . . 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting  . . 

Carding,  &c.,  of  buttons,  &c. 

Stuffed  toys 

Basket  making  . . 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers,  Christ- 
mas Stockings,  &c. 

Textile  weaving 

Lampshades 

7 

7 

Informal 

NIL 

Total 

7 

7 

NIL. 

1 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  FOOD  AND 


DRUGS  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDED 

31st 

DEC 

1938. 

INSPECTIONS. 

Dwellings. 

House  to  house 

143 

Conversions  and  Drainage 

219 

Complaints  

269 

— 

631 

Peinspections. 

House  to  house  

458 

Conversions  and  Draiuag(' 

271 

Complaints  

140 

— 

869 

Living  Vans  . . 

50 

Slaughterhouses 

2147 

Butchers’  Shops 

51 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

45 

Bakehouses 

59 

Factories  and  Workshops 

43 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

150 

Infectious  Diseases 

30 

iMarket  Stalls 

204 

Outworkers  premises 

154 

Smoke  Observations  

9 

Smoke  and  colour  tests  to  Drains  . . 

14 

Shops 

26 

Total 

4482 

OFFICE  WORK 

Informal  Notices  Served 

— 

(Ordinary ) 81 

(Dust  Bin)  317 

(Housing)  37  . . 

• 

• • 

435 

Statutory  Notices  Served 

— 

(Ordinary)  2 

(Dust  Bin)  14 

(Housing)  G 

Conversion  31 . . 

• • 

• • 

53 

Certificates  Issued  : — 

Unsound  Meat 

• 

• • 

208 

Miscellaneous 

7 

215 
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PREMISES  DISINFECTED. 


Scarlet  Fever. . ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . . . . rj 

Enteric  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . . , 7 

Schools  . . . . . . . . , . . . 2 

Cancer  7 
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NUISANCES  REPORTED  AND  REPAIRS  CARRIED  OUT. 


New  Yard  Gullies  provided  . . . . . . 53 

Drains  choked  . . . . . . . . . . 41 

„ defective  . . , . . . . . . . 1 

„ untrapped  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

„ relaid  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

New  drains  laid  . . . . . . . . . . 104 

Sewers  choked  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Vent  Shafts  erected  . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Accumulations  removed  . . . . . . . . 8 

Ash  Closets  defective  . . . . . . . . 1 

„ „ abolished  . . . . . . . . 69 

Privy  Vaults  abolished  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

New  Water  Closets  provided  . . . . . . 87 

Additional  Water  Closets  provided  . . . . 4 

Flushing  Cisterns  provided  to  Slop  Closets  . . 13 

Slop  Closets  defective  . . . . . . . . 1 

Water  Closets  defective  . . . . . . . . 1 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  . . . . . . 66 

Yard  Paving  defective  . . . . . . . . — 

Houses  dirty  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Insanitary  Brick  Bins  abolished  . . . . . . — 

Portable  Dust  Bins  provided  . . . . . . 167 

Swine  kept  so  as  to  be,  etc.  . . . . . . . . — 

Chickens  kept  so  as  to  be,  etc.  . . . . . . — 

New  W.C.  Buildings  erected  . . . . . . 12 

No  Sanitary  Accommodation  . , . . . . — 

Sinks  provided  and  Taps  fixed  in  Scullery  . . 37 

Cesspools  abolished  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Other  Nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Insanitary  Gully  Traps  abolished  . . . . 20 
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NUISANCES  FROM  PREMISES  OTHER  THAN  DWELLINGS. 


Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . • ■ • 4 

Slaugliterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Butchers’  Workshops  . . . . . . . . 1 

Worksliops  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Gut  Scraper’s  Shop  . . . . . . . . . . — 


CONVERSION  SCHEME,  1927. 


Table  of  Conversions 

completed  since 

1925. 

1925-1936 

1937 

1938 

Vaults  abolished 

4t0 

65 

48 

Ash  closets  abolished 

1527  

92 

81 

Slop  closets  provided 

94 

— 

— 

Water  closets  provided 

1833  

157 

129 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Total  cost  1925-1936 

17551 

3 

9 

Total  cost  1937  

5031 

3 

4 

Total  Cost  1938 

2097 

11 

3 

£24682 

18 

4 

Actual  cost  1925-1936 

14004 

7 

0 

Actual  cost  1937 

3607 

12 

5 

Actual  Cost  1938 

1465 

9 

8 

£19077 

9 

1 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  following  is  a table  of  carcases  examined  during  the 
year : — 

Beef  144G 

Mutton  3443 

Pork 13833 


18722 


Meat  destroyed  ; — 

40 

Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Total 

Carcases  whole  with  offal 
Parts  : — 

18 

8 

28 

54 

Forequarters 

9 

— 

2 

11 

Hindquarters 

5 

2 

3 

10 

Legs  

O 

— 

4 

6 

Flanks  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oddments  : — 

Beef 

IMutton 

Pork 

Total 

Livers 

50 

— 

— 

50 

Heads  and  Tongues  

27 

— 

472 

499 

Kidney  

9 

— 

— 

9 

Plucks  

— 

— 

241 

241 

Hearts  

7 

— 

— 

7 

Lungs 

30 

— 

— 

30 

Miscellaneous 

12 

— 

1 

13 

Meat  

59st. 

8st.  71b.  5st. 

61b.  72st.  131b. 

CABCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle,  in- 
cluding 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if 
known  (approx)  

1800 

110 

30 

4630 

18700 

Number  inspected  

1446 

106 

30 

3443 

13833 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

\V'hole  carcases  con- 
demned   

8 

2 

8 

16 

Carcases  of  wliich  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

65 

4 

3 

13 

Percentage  of  tlie  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  tlian 
tubercvilosis  

5.05 

5.7 

.32 

.21 

Tuberculosis  only : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

10 

- 

— 

12 

Carcases  of  wliicli  some 
part  or  organ  was  ccai- 
demned  

30 

3 

546 

Percentage  of  t he  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  

2.8 

2.8 

4.02 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

In  view  of  the  drive  to  drink  more  milk,  it  is  interesting 
to  record  that  the  approximate  daily  consumption  of  J\lilk  in 
the  Borough  is  J5I5  gallons,  of  this  330  gallons  per  day  are 
produced  in  the  Borough,  804  gallons  are  brought  in  from  the 
County  of  Holland  and  the  bulk  of  the  remainder  is  produced 
in  the  adjoining  district  of  Lindsey.  116  gallons  of  this  milk 
is  sold  on  a Tuberculin  Tested  Licence  meaning  it  is  free  from 
Tuberculosis  germs,  157  gallons  are  Accredited  whilst  450 
gallons  are  Pasteurised. 

The  analytical  results  are  as  follows  : — 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936. 


1.  “PASTEUEISED”  MILK — Three  applications  for  licences 
to  “ Pasteurise  ” Milk  were  granted. 


Kegular  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  premises,  at  various 
times  of  the  day,  and  on  each  occasion  they  have  been  found 
to  be  kept  in  a very  clean  condition. 


Eleven  samples  have  been  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
who  reported  on  them  as  follows  : — 


January  29th  

February  12th 

February  12  th 

INIarch  18th 

March  18th 

April  21st 
May  20th 
May  20th 

May  2Cth  

October  21st  

October  21st  


No.  of  No.  of  Bacteria 

Sample.  per  1 m.l. 


2838.B 

2895.B 

2876.B 

3048. B 

3049. B 
3299.B 

3464. B 

3465. B 

3466. B 

4089.  B 

4090. B 


1660 

32000 

970 

59000 

430 

18600 

69000 

3100 

470 

80 

4600 


2.  TUBEECULIN  TESTED  MILK.  There  is  one  licensed 
producer  in  the  Borough,  who  also  retails,  whilst  a producer 
from  an  adjoining  Parish  retails  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  in  the 
Town. 

Nine  samples  of  Tuberculhi  Tested  milk  have  been 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  analyst  for  examination,  and 
two  did  not  conform  to  the  required  standard. 


42 


3.  OTHEE  MILKS — Five  samples  of  ungraded  Milk  were 
taken  and  submitted  for  Biological  Test.  Negative  results 
were  obtained  but  on  Guinea  Pig  inoculation  one  showed 
evidence  of  tubercle  bacilli  from  pus  in  inguinal  glands. 
Appriopiate  action  was  taken. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  list  of  the  various  articles  sampled  and  analysed  under 
the  above  Act  is  shown  in  the  Public  Analyst’s  Eeport  on 
page  27. 

The  percentage  of  milk  samples  found  adulterated  were  : 

1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938 

Nil.  11-1%  12.8%  15-2%  13.6'^  5-5% 

Average  Composition  of  Milk  Samples  : — 

No.  of  Milk  Fat  Solids  not  Fat 

Samples.  per  cent.  per  cent. 

18  3.53  8.68 


No.  in 
Reg. 

Date. 

Article. 

Adulteration. 

Amount  of 
Adulteration. 

Action 

Taken. 

Result. 

14.jl 

28.9.38 

Milk 

Added  Water 

3.65  % 

Summary 

Proceedii;gs 

£3  Fine 

HOUSING  ACTS. 

The  following  Table  shows  progi'css  under  the  Slum 
Clearance  Programme  — Year  1938. 


Clefir*iiice  Afobs 

Individually  Unfit 

lions  s 

Persojis 

Ho  use  .s 

IIou.ses 

Persons 

Demolished 

Displacnl 

C.’osed 

Demolislml 

Displaced 

1935 

105 

441 

4 

7 

42 

1937 

79 

312 

1 

— 

5 

1938 

65 

270 

12 

163 

Frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Council’s  dwelling 
houses  and  the  majority  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a very 
good  condition. 
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WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1938. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  143 

Number  of  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  143 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  75 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
formal  action  11 

Number  of  houses  recommended  for  demolition  2 1 

Nmnber  of  re-inspections,  including  supervision  of  repairs  458 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  37 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  0 


THE  DETAILS  OF  THE  DEFECTS  FOUND  AND  REMEDIED 

DURING  1938. 


Defects  Defects 

found  remedied 

Defects  in  connection  with  : — 1938.  1938. 

Ash  closets  1 l 

Vaults  — — 


Water  closets  

Walls  & 
brickwork 
Drain  vent 

Gullies  

Yard  paving 
Passage  paving 
Downspouts 
Eavespouts 

Eoofs  

Plastering 
Eoom  floors 
Stairs  & 
handrails 
Fireplaces  & 
ovens 

Window  frames  & 
sashcords 
Dust  bins 
Other  defects  not 
specified  above 


13 

12 

42 

45 

5 

1 

13 

4 

1 

2 

17 

10 

17 

17 

20 

29 

05 

40 

41 

38 

12 

7 

24 

14 

01 

2 

40 

40 

22 
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OTHER  ITEMS. 

MEECHANDISE  MAEKS  ACT.  A regular  inspection  of 
the  stalls  in  the  Market  re  imported  foodstuffs,  under  the  Orders 
made  under  the  above  Act,  has  been  made. 

WATEE.  Samples  of  water  have  been  taken  during  the 
year,  and  the  analyst’s  certificates  are  set  out  on  pages  19,  20, 
21  and  22. 

FEIED  FISH  SHOPS.  There  are  31  Fried  Fish  Shops  in 
the  Borough,  and  these  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be 
kept  in  a clean  condition. 

The  Offensive  Trades  are  as  under  : — 


Gut  Scrapers  1 

Fish  Friers  31 

Eag  and  Bone  Dealers 1 


J.  H.  EVANS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


45 


Boston  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

— or  the  — 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

Year  ending  31st  December^  1938. 


Gentlemen . 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  of  the  work  in  connection  with 
the  Port  Sanitary  Admini.stration  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1938. 

(I.)  Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year 

1938. 

TABLE  A. 


Xumber 

Tonnage 

Number  inspected 

Number 
re  pol  l ed 
to  be 
Defective 

Number 
of  ve.s.sels 
on  which 
defects 
were 

remedied 

Number  of 
vessels 
reported 
as  having 
or  having 
had  during 
the  voyage 
infectious 
disease  on 
board 

By  the 
Medical 

0 nicer  of 
Health 

By  the 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

5 / Steamers 
f 1 ’Motor  ... 

1 ] Sailing  ... 
S t Fishing  .. . 

314 

142 

Nil 

Nil 

172058 

20652 

Nil 

Nil 

18 

86 

13 

12 

Nil 

Total  Foreign 

486 

192710 

IS 

86 

12 

12 

y,  Steamers 
( ’Motor  . . . 

^ j Sailing  ... 

§ 1 Pushing  ... 

68 

3.57 

Nil 

Nil 

14975 

30752 

Nil 

Nil 

24 

32 

4 

4 

Nil 

o 

Total  Coastwise 

425 

45727 

24 

32 

4 

4 

Total  Foreign 
and  Coastwise 

911 

238437 

43 

118 

16 

16 

Nil 

* Includes  mechanically  propelled  ves.sel.s  other  than  steamers. 
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(IT.)  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

TABLE  B. 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1938. 


Xo.  of  PM-ssengers. 

1st.  Class. 

2ik1  Class. 

3t'd  Class. 

Transmigrants 

Inward.s  

— 

— 

— 

— 

OutwarcLs 

— 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

PEINCIPAL  IMPOSTS. — Grain,  Deals,  Battens  and  Boards, 
Sleepers,  Telegraph  Poles,  Pine  Logs,  Flour,  Bran  and  Sharps, 
Potatoes,  Manure,  Steel  Billets,  Granite,  Shingle,  Binder  Twine, 
Fruit,  Bog  Ore  and  General  (Continental  Goods). 

PEINCIPAL  EXPOETS.  — Grain,  Pig  Iron,  Potatoes, 
Manure,  Seeds,  Sugar,  Coal  and  Coke,  General  (Continental 
Goods). 

Countries  with  which  the  Port  principally  trades  : — Norway, 
Sweden,  Finland,  Eussia,  Esthonia,  Latvia,  Lithuania,  Den- 
mark, Germany,  France,  Belgium,  Holland,  Spain,  and  Fnited 
States  of  America. 


(III.)  Source  of  Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  is  by  the  Boston  Corporation  Waterworks, 
for  both  Port  and  Shipping. 

There  are  no  Water  Boats. 

(IV.)  Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933. 

(1)  Arrangements  for  dealings  with  Declarations  of  Health  : 

Customs  and  all  shipping  agents  are  supplied  with 
forms.  These  are  returned  completed  to  the  iMedical 
Officer  of  Health  bj^  H.M.  Customs  Officers. 

(2)  Boarding  of  vessels  on  arrival. 

All  infected  or  suspected  vessels  are  boarded  by  the 
Medical  Officer  either  at  the  Pilot  Sloop  or  the  landing- 
stage  immediately  outside  the  Dock  Gates  ; this  depends, 
of  course*,  on  the  class  of  disease  with  Avliich  I have  to 
deal. 

(3)  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  inward  vessels  requiring 
special  attention  (wireless  messages,  land  signal  stations, 
information  from  pilots.  Customs  Officers,  etc.). 
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Co])ies  of  the  weekly  list  of  infeoleci  Ports  are  sent  to 
the  Pilots  and  1131.  Customs  with  a request  that  the 
Medical  Officer  be  notified  accordingly.  The  Medical 
Officer  is  connected  by  telephone  with  the  Pilot  Boarding 
Station  (which  is  situated  in  the.  Wash,  five  miles  from 
Port),  and  the  telegraphic  address  “Port-helth”  has 
been  registered. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations  designated  under  Article  10. 

(a)  within  the  Docks. 

The  vacant  berth  in  ffoston  ])ock. 

(b)  outside  the  Docks. 

Quarantine  Station — Clay  Hole. 

(5)  Particulars  of  any  standing  exemptions  from  the  pro- 
visions of  Article  14. 

Nil. 

(6)  Experience  of  working  of  Article  16. 

Nil. 

(7)  What,  if  any,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  : — 

The  same  as  set  out  in  my  last  Annual  Keport. 

TABLE  C. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  ^'essels. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Cases  dining  1938. 

No.  of  Vcs.sels 
concerned. 

Average  No. 
of  Cases  for 
lircvions  5 years 

Passengers  Crew 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TABLE  D. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  vessels 
during  the  voyage,  but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Ca.ses  during  1938. 

No.  of  Ves.se Is 
concerned. 

Average  No. 
of  Ca.ses  for 
previous  5 years 

Passengers 

Crew 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox,  or  Typhus 
occurred  during  the  year. 
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(V.)  Measures  against  Rodents. 

(1)  Steps  taken  for  detection  of  rodent  plague. 

(a)  In  ships  in  tlie  port.  Sanitary  Officer’s  examination 
of  ships. 

{b)  On  quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  port.  The  Holland  County  Council  is  the 
Anthority  nnder  the  Eats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

(2)  Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between 
ships  and  the  shore. 

blasters  of  ships  which  are  snspected  of  being  rat- 
infested  are  instructed  to  pj'ovidc  mnshrooins  on  their 
ropes. 

(3)  Methods  of  deratisation  of 

(a)  Shijjs.  Sulphur  fumigation  where  necessary. 

(b)  Premises  in  the  vicinity  of  docks  or  quays. 

Dock  Commissioners  carry  out  continual  gassing 
with  a portable  machine. 

(4)  Measures  taken  for  the  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in 
ships  and  on  shore. 

Sanitary  Officer’s  examination  of  shijis,  while  the 
Holland  County  Council  is  the  Aiilhority  under  the 
Eats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  on  shore. 

(5)  Eat-proofing. 

(a)  To  what  extent  are.  docks,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc., 
rat  proof. 

The  fruit  shed  (south  side)  is  of  iron  construction 
and  the  floor  of  cement. 

(b)  Action  taken  to  extend  rat -proofing. 

The  general  merchandise  warehouses  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Dock  arc  of  concrete. 


Rats  destroyed  during  1938. 

TABLE  E. 

(1)  On  Vessels. 


Number  of 
Rats. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

M.ir. 

Apl. 

May 

J une 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Xov. 

Dec. 

Total 

in 

Yea  r. 

Black  

Brown  

Species  not 
recorded 
Examined 
Infected  witli 
plague 

2 

3 

4 

4 

2 

7 

22 
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TABLE  F. 

(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses. 


Number  of 
Rats. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

in 

Year. 

Black  

Brown  

Species  not 
recorded 
Examined 
Infected  witli 
plague 

No  R 

ecord 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “ infected  ” or  “ suspected  ” Vessels  or  Vessels  from  Plague  infected  Ports  arriving  in  the  Pori 

during  193S. 
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(VI.)  Hygiene  of  Crews’  Spaces. 

TABLE  J. 


Classiflcatioii  of  Xaisanccs. 


Nationality 
of  Vessel 

Number 
In-spected 
during  1938 

Defects  of 
original 
construction 

Structura  1 
defects  tlirough 
wear  and  tear 

Dirt,  vermin  & 
other  Conditions 
prejudicial  to 
health 

British 

35 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Other  Nations 

68 

Nil 

Nil 

10 

(VII.)  Food  Inspection. 

(1)  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food) 
Kegulations,  1925,  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food) 
Amendment  Eegulation.s,  1933,  the  Public  Health  (Im- 
ported Milk)  Eegulations,  1926,  and  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Eegulations,  1925  to  1927. 

Ko  action  was  taken  under  the  above  Eegulations. 
The  principal  foodstiiffs  imported  being  : — Flour, 
Potatoes,  Oranges,  Bananas  and  Onions. 


(2)  Shell-fish. 

There  are  Mussel  and  Cockle  Beds  within  the  area  of 
the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  in  the  Wash  and  these  are 
periodically  inspected  and  samples  of  the  Shell-fish  taken 
for  analyses. 

During  the  year  the  question  of  purification  of  mussels 
has  been  under  consideration.  A conference  of  the  various 
Port  Sanitary  and  Eiparian  Authorities  concerned  was 
held  during  the  year  when  it  was  suggested  that  the 
Ministry  of  Health  be  asked  as  to  the  making  of  a 
general  order  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  Shell-Fish  Beds 
in  the  Wash.  This  was  followed  by  a conference  at  the 
Ministry  when  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
was  represented. 

No  definite  decision  has  yet  been  reached  but  the 
question  is  still  under  consideration. 
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The  totals  of  Shell-fish  landed  are  as  follow  : — 


Mussels 

Tons. 

1000 

Cwts. 

10 

Qrs 

0 

Cockles 

2032 

18 

0 

Whelks 

Prawns 

(Pink)  

758 

3 

0 

(Brown) 

55 

12 

0 

Sprats 

3847 

3 

0 

The  principal  markets  for  Shell-fish  are  Leicester,  i!^otting- 
ham,  Bradford,  and  Bristol. 

(3)  iS^iimber  of  Samples  of  Food  examined  by  : — 


(a) 

Bacteriologist. 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Result 

of 

Examination — Nil. 

(b) 

Analyst. 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Result 

of 

Examination — Ni  1. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


DAWSON  C.  ROBERTSON. 
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